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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to know the Jordanian daily
newspapers coverage of environmental issues and problems ,
through surveying a sample of the daily Jordanian newspapers ( Al-
Rai, Addustour, Al-Arab Alyoum,Al-Ghad).

The study was conducted based on the descriptive approach using
content analysis tool. The Analysis form contained nine major
categories (with a total of 56 sub-categories), and was carried out on
94 issues of the newspapers that were published in the year 2008.

A simple random sample for each separate newspaper was made as
a primary selection, followed by a systematic random sample
selection for each of the four studied daily newspapers, with an
equal time span of two weeks between the successive issues under
examination. The analysis of data was performed using the
following statistical tests: Recurrence, percentage, and Chi-Square
Tests.
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The Study reached the following main conclusions:

- The Jordanian Daily newspapers showed almost the same level of
interest in covering environmental issues and problems. The results
of the study did not show any significant statistical differences ata
level of less than (0.05). The (Water) sub-category had the highest
level of environmental coverage by the Jordanian daily newspapers,
followed by the category of environment and sustainable
development, then the non-renewable energy category.

- The four Jordanian daily newspapers that were studied showed
great interest in the general public while covering environmental
issues and problems, with a percentage of 77.97%, which shows that
the concerns for environmental matters are no longer limited to
scientists and specialists.

- Environmental knowledge and education are among the most
important goals of environmental issues covered in the Jordanian
daily

newspapers, and had a share of 36.96% coverage.

- The study showed that the most significant form of press coverage
of environmental issues in the Jordanian newspapers was in the
form of

press-releases, with a percentage of 51.89%.

The study recommended showing more interest in coverage of
environmental issues and matters in the Jordanian daily newspapers,
and to highlight these issues and to cover them more frequently on
the front pages of the newspapers.

The study also recommended the foundation of high commissions
for creating policies, plans, and programs concerning environmental
issues in the Jordanian daily newspapers.
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